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Mark Your Calendar!

November 22-24th: WASABI CON @ Prime Osborn
Convention Center

December 7th : JAJ Meetup 10am-12pm
@ IKEA Restaurant area
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Hello, JAJ members!
Two major hurricanes
recently passed
through Florida, and
some of you here in
Jacksonville may have
had anxious nights.
Fortunately, the damage in this area has been kept
to a minimum, which is really a relief. My heartfelt
thoughts go out to those living in the Tampa area,
Orlando, North Carolina, and other regions that
were severely affected.

As hurricane season lasts until November, | pray
that no more major hurricanes will come to Florida.

10H12H: WasabiCon x Nakama Anime Cafe
Market
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¢ Nakama Anime Bar
1540 Wells Rd,Orange Park, FL 32073

https://nakamabar.com/about/
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WasabiCon
https://jax.wasabicon.com/
9 The Prime F. Osborn Ill Convention Center

October 12th: WasabiCon x Nakama Anime
Cafe Market

Jacksonville's largest anime event, "WasabiCon,"
was scheduled to take place from October 11-13,
and JAJ was supposed
to participate as a
sponsor for the first time.
However, due to
hurricane Milton, the
event was suddenly
postponed.
Nevertheless, for the
anime fans who had
been looking forward to
it, Nakama Anime Cafe
in Orange Park teamed up with WasabiCon to host
a smaller-scale market on Saturday, October 12.
Despite being a smaller event, 40 vendors set up
tents and sold a variety of items.

Nakama Anime Cafe also
has an attached bar with

karaoke rooms where you can
sing Japanese songs, and
they sell takoyaki, yakitori,

and other Japanese snacks. The cafe owner
expressed their desire to share the beauty of Japan
through anime culture and mentioned wanting to
collaborate with the JAJ for an event in the near
future. It made me very happy to see someone,
even though they are American, who is so
passionate about introducing Japan!

¢ Nakama Anime Bar
1540 Wells Rd,Orange Park, FL 32073
https://nakamabar.com/about/

The event was
attended mainly by
young anime fans,
and since this was
our first time
participating in an
"anime event," we were quite overwhelmed. Many
young people in cosplay stopped by our booth,
spoke to us in Japanese, and excitedly shared their
experiences of visiting Japan. Through this event,
we felt that as the Japanese Association, we would
like to engage more with the
local community and work on
activities that help people
learn about Japanese culture,
i as part of our community
contribution.

The postponed WasabiCon is
now scheduled to take place
at the Prime Osborn
Convention Center from Friday, November 22 to
Sunday, November 24. We will also be participating
as sponsors, so if you have time, please stop by!

WasabiCon
https://jax.wasabicon.com/
9 The Prime F. Osborn IIl Convention Center
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<JacksonvilleDA > k>
https://www.904area.com/halloween/

https://www.visitjacksonville.com/events/annual/hall
oween/

October 31st : Halloween

Around this time of year, you often see stores and
homes decorated for Halloween, don’t you? Are
you familiar with the origins of Halloween?
Halloween traces back to the ancient Celtic festival
called "Samhain." The Celts celebrated November
1 as the start of their new year, and the night
before, October 31, was a significant day. They
believed that on this day, summer ended and winter
began and that the spirits of the dead would return
to this world. To protect themselves from evil spirits,
they would wear masks and light fires, which

eventually evolved into Halloween costumes and
the use of pumpkin lanterns (jack-o'-lanterns).

Later, as Christianity spread, November 1 became
"All Saints' Day," and the night before became
known as "All Hallows' Eve," which was eventually
shortened to "Halloween."

The tradition of children going door-to-door for
"Trick-or-Treat" originated from a combination of
several old customs. One of the main influences
was a medieval European practice called "souling."
On November 1, All Saints' Day, poor people would
go from house to house, offering prayers in
exchange for food. It is said that people prayed for
the souls of the dead, and this evolved into the
modern-day "Trick-or-Treat." Additionally, during the
Celtic festival of Samhain, people would place food
outside their homes to appease wandering spirits,
which is also thought to have influenced this
tradition. European immigrants brought these
customs to America, where they developed into the
form we know today.

Many events will be held in Jacksonville, so why
not enjoy them with your family?
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Notice Regarding JAJ Membership Fee for
2025

Starting in 2025, the annual membership fee will be
collected once a year in January. Prior to the New
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Year’s party, we will send out an email regarding
the New Year’s party participation fee and
membership fee, through which you will be able to
make your payment directly. For those unable to
make an online payment, the renewal fee and
participation fee can be completed at the party
venue. Additionally, for new members who wish to
join, the regular membership fee will apply from
January to June, while a half-rate membership fee
will be available from July onwards. We appreciate
your understanding and cooperation. Please let us
know if you have any questions.
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See you next month !
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Japanese Association of Jacksonville
Megumi Mudrick
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7.

Japanese Association of Jacksonville (JAJ) admits
members of any race, nationality or ethnic origin to all
rights. We do not discriminate the basis of race,
color, national or ethnic origin in administration of

events/programs.
JSJ is a 501(c)(3)non-profit organization



