Wasabi Con. Oct. 11t - Qct. 13t

@ Prime Osborn Convention Center

JAJ Meetup. Dec. 7™ 10am—12pm
@ IKEA restaurant area

Hope everyone is
safe from
hurricane Helene.
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Sorry for my late publishing of this
month’s newsletter. The heavy rain that
continued throughout this month has
finally stopped, and | feel happy. The
stores are already decked out with
Halloween decorations, and it’s the time
of the year when | start craving pumpkin
spice lattes. | am really looking forward
to cooler weather soon.
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i We held our autumn
£ luncheon at
Wakame Japanese
restaurant, with over
40 attendees. We
would like to
express our
gratitude for the enjoyable time we
shared with so many of you. We are
especially thankful to those who brought
items such as Oshiruko, Japanese
sweets, fruit salad, cobbler, and Anto’s
special crepes. Additionally, we deeply
appreciate the donations of prizes and
books.



There were no

| games or
performances at
today’s event as we
held this at the
restaurant’s busy
time; however, we
believe this allowed everyone to relax
and enjoy conversations more freely.
We always welcome your feedback and
thoughts ©
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Starting in 2025, the annual
membership fee will be collected once a
year in January. Prior to the New Year’s
party, we will send out an email
regarding the New Year’s party
participation fee and membership

fee, through which you will be able to
make your payment directly. For those
unable to make an online payment, the
renewal fee and participation fee can
be completed at the party venue.
Additionally, for new members who wish
to join, the regular membership fee will
apply from January to June, while a
half-rate membership fee will be
available from July onwards. We
appreciate your understanding and
cooperation. Please let us know if you
have any questions.
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It's been 6 years since JAJ started, and
more people are showing interest in our
website and social media page. As a
result, we’ve been receiving many
messages from various individuals.
Today, | ‘d like to introduce one of the
people we've met through these
exchanges. Her first email to us was as
follows:



“I'm a new piano teacher in town and
interested in advertising in your
newsletter. | have four degrees in
music, including in a master’s from the
Juilliard. | also performed internationally
for over 30 years. | am expanding my
studio; hope you will allow me the
opportunity to advertise in your
newsletter.”
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Dr. Katherine Svistoonoff
281.888.5108

" Juilliard-trained Pianist *

Former Faculty at NYU .

Audition/Performance
Preparation
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Her godfather, who passed, was
Japanese American. He was in the
internment camps during that horrible
time in the US. She was close to him
and is still close to his family. Also, her
brother had lived in Hokkaido, where he

as a teacher and translator for various
businesses. He is fluent in Japanese.
Now her son is taking Japanese and
Aikido lesson. No wonder she thought
about JAJ to advertise her piano
lessons! If you are interested, please let
Dr. Katherine know.
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Thank you for reading our September
Newsletter.
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We regret to inform you that Saeko
Donaldson passed away on September
23rd. Her warm smile and presence were
cherished and admired by many.

We offer our heartfelt condolences and pray
for her peaceful rest.
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